MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

the animals, because, according to his view of precedence,,
there is no* difference made between those who are wise and
those who* are not, for these differ only as to reward and
punishment, according to the worth of their works. Hold-
ing such a view as this, al-Nazzam cannot get angry at any
one who says to- him: " May Allah resuscitate you with dogs
and swine and snakes and scorpions in their quarters/'
And our wish for him is that he may remain in the condi-
tion to which this prayer consigns him.

His twenty-first heresy appeared when he brought for-
ward his view about mental sciences. He introduced these
132 same errors, which had never been heard of before, into the
dominion of religious law. His view was that divorce en-
forced by any of the following formulae was not legal; e. g.
the word of the husband to his wife: " Thou art free, or
liberated, or thou art free to go* thy way, or follow thy
people, or depart," or any other divorce formulae accepted
by the Canonists, whether he intends divorce or not. The
Canonists agree that such formulae constitute a divorce, pro-
vided there is intention of divorce. The lawyers of al-'Irak
hold that even if used only in anger, the formula for divorce
is equivalent to the declaration of divorce even if no inten-
tion is present.

Another of al-Nazzam's errors is about separation, for
he says that to- have a husband say, " You are to me like
the back of my mother," means divorce; whereas if he uses
the word belly or generative organs, instead of back, it is not
a divorce. This differs entirely from the customary view
of the community. He also condemned abu-Mtisa al-Ash'ari
for his decision.

Furthermore, al-Nazzam brought forward his view that
sleep does not destroy the purity of ablutions, unless there
is excrement. This is contrary to the view of the majority
of the leaders, who believed that sleep lying flat destroys
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